OPENNESS
SPIRITUAL NAKEDNESS

"Then the eyes of both were opened, and they saw that they were naked." (Gen.3:6-7)

Ever since the Lord Jesus Christ came into my life and heart, saving me, and filling me with his Spirit, and so causing me to die with him, and to be reborn of him, the circumstances under which that greatest of all events took place in my life, have continued to be of great significance to me, just as they were at the beginning.  I had been sitting in the bath at the time, and my physical nakedness took on tremendous significance for me. Just as my body was completely uncovered, so my heart and soul were naked, exposed and completely bare before God. (Heb.4:13)
Within a day or so of this event I began to read the old testament, and straight away I saw that the man and woman were naked and unashamed together, unaware of there being anything wrong with their nakedness. (Gen. 2:25)  This attitude continued as they walked and talked with God in the garden.  The fact that they did walk and talk with God is, for me, clearly inferred in Gen.3:8-ll.  I say this because it was obviously no surprise for them to hear God walking in the garden, and speaking to them.  They knew it was he.
This unashamed acceptance of their nakedness continued until they allowed the twin lies of the devil to take root in their hearts (Gen.3:6), by relying on their own senses and understanding. (Pro.3:5-6)  Those lies were, firstly, that God wasn't telling them the truth (Gen.3:3-4), and secondly, that they would be better off without him. (Gen.3:5) As soon as they accepted those lies, rejecting God's Word by disobeying him, they saw their nakedness and immediately tried to cover up, obviously now ashamed. (Gen3:6-7)
A very subtle and profound change had taken place in the man and woman. They had lost their innocence. They now knew evil in their hearts for the first time. The beauty of their love, and natural need for each other had turned to something shameful and ugly.  They had fallen from their wonderful position of fellowship with God.
At this point it's important to remember that in the Word of God there are different usages of the word 'knowing'. But there's just two we need to look at here. Firstly, there is the common meaning, which we all understand today, i.e., that of knowing things about someone or something. Secondly, there is 'knowing' in the sense of Adam knowing his wife Eve (Gen.4:1), which is a meaning not in common usage today.
The first kind is a casual knowing of some facts that involves no intimate union or involvement with the other person.  This has no more than a passing superficial effect on us, if in fact it has any at all. The second however, is a complete and total involvement to the point of two people becoming one. (Gen.2:24, Mk.l0:8)
Our God, for his part, has that first kind of uninvolved knowledge of evil, but is intimately involved, and completely at one, with good. (Gal.5:22-23)  The devil however has a total intimacy with, and involvement in, evil. (Jh.8:44)  And, as it would appear likely, he has, at very best, only a passing acquaintance with good, and that only when it suits his purposes.
Sadly for the man and woman, having believed the devil, they discovered, too late, that they now knew evil in the same way that the devil himself knew it; intimately.  It was in them. (Gal.5:19-21)  It was part of them (Gen.8:21), in a way as intimate as sexual intercourse had been for them. Their whole viewpoint had changed, so that instead of being at ease with their nakedness, they were now ashamed. (Gen.3:9-10)  The devil had told them they would be like God (Gen.3:5), knowing good and evil (not as has been often quoted, i.e., knowing good from evil) Instead, they found that they had become like the devil himself, in the intimate 'knowing' of evil within themselves.
As we have already seen, God's knowing of good and evil was entirely different to the devil’s. In point of fact it was, and of course still is, the exact opposite. When God created the man and woman they were, like everything else he had made, very good (Gen.1:31), and all that they were aware of and knew was also good. But when they accepted the devil's lie they exchanged that very good, godlike nature for one of deceit, one that was evil. (Gen.8:21)
They now, like the devil, had a deceitful and corrupt heart. (Jer.l7:9, Jh.8:44) They had condemned themselves, and their descendants to a life of, at best, trying to be good, but finding themselves doing evil. The apostle Paul was to say much later of his own old nature, "I don't understand my own actions, for I don't do what I want, but instead I do the very thing I hate." (Rom.7:15)
Again he said, "I don't do the good I want to do, but the evil I don't want is what I do." (Rom.7:19)  And once more, in case there should be any doubt in the minds of the readers, the Spirit moved him to write, "I know that nothing good dwells in my flesh. I can will to do what's right, but I can't do it." (Rom.7:18)
The devil had promised the man and woman great freedom, saying they'd be like God. Instead they had become like the father of lies. (Jh.8:44) The imagination of their hearts became evil from that point on. (Gen. 8:21)
Man's heart had been 'very good', now it was very evil.   He had been intimately involved in his heart with good, just like God, the Father of his original nature. Now he was equally intimately involved in his heart with evil, like his new father, the devil. (Jh.8:44)
It is this ‘devil nature's’ control of mankind which was one of the things Jesus came to deal with on Calvary, and in so doing, set those who believe, free from its enslaving mastery. (1Jh.5:19) Those who have been reborn of God become almost like the man and woman were in the beginning, having a new heart or nature. The controlling power of the old has been broken; the power of the new has come. (2Cor.5:17) 

NEVERTHELESS, when I said almost, I meant that, sadly, the lusts and desires of the old nature, the flesh, are still active in the members of our physical bodies, and will be as long as those bodies live, and they are at war with our new nature. (Rom.7:23, Gal.5:17, 1Pet.2:11)
Now, while it is perfectly true that the ‘power of the new has come’, and that those who believe God, in Christ Jesus, have been set free from the controlling power of sin (Rom.6:14, Rom.8:1-2); HOWEVER, while we still live in this old body, we need to clothe it both physically and spiritually, to cover the shame of its state of spiritually corrupt nakedness, in our God's presence. (Rev.3:18)
We do this in the spiritual by having our God clothe us with the "robe of (his) righteousness" (Is.61:10, Rev.6:11), which is of course, the righteousness of Jesus Christ (Rom.13:14), because surely we know that we have none of our own to fall back on. (Is.64:6, Phil.3:8-9)
We need to be clothed in this way so that "the shame of our nakedness may not be seen.” (Rev.3:18, Ezek.21:24) The shame which must be kept covered, is that of the lusts of the old fallen nature which, though they no longer rule us (Rom.6:18), and are not part of our new nature (Eph.4:24), nevertheless, they are still alive, and active if we let them be, in the members of our physical bodies. (Gal.5:16-17, Rom.6:12-14, 7:22-23)
Of course there's no point in trying to use this robe to just cover up sin in our lives and pretend it's not there. The Word is clear on what we must do if we sin. (1Jh.2:1) We must confess, or admit that sin to God in our hearts, and then the blood of Jesus, God's Son, will take it away, not just cover it up.  But that's not all; it will also cleanse us of any and all unrighteousness, so that we're right before our God. (1Jh.l:7&9)
It truly is remarkable what our God has done for us in Jesus Christ. He's not only taken away the guilt and punishment we've brought on ourselves by our sin, he's also broken the power of sin in our lives. (Rom.6:5-18)  For him to care enough to do either of these things is fantastic. But the fact that he's done both, is, humanly speaking, unbelievable.  I praise God he's not like us with our finite limitations and abilities. Nothing is too hard for him. (Gen.18:14)
But what's even more amazing is the fact that he's gone even further by telling us in the book of his Word that unlike the sacrifices instituted under the law of Moses, which could only cover sin, not take it away (Heb.10:1&4), Jesus Christ, by the sacrifice of himself, "has put away sin" (Heb.9:28), so that we who have been cleansed should no longer have any consciousness of sin. (Heb.10:2)  

I wonder how long it will be before many of us wake up to this fact. If we're living as our God intended, there should be no sin in our lives. How long will it be before we stop talking as if we were still under the powerful control of sin? How long it will be before we reject the accusations of the "accuser of the brethren" and come to realise that in the shed blood of Jesus we have the most powerful weapon imaginable? With this weapon we can conquer that accuser by testifying with all our hearts to the truth of God's Word when it says, "The blood of Jesus, God's Son, cleanses us from all sin"; (Rev.l2:11, 1Jh.l:7) provided of course, that we're walking in the light of his Word and in true fellowship with all God's saints. (Ps.119:105 & 130, Jh.8:12)
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